Primate animal models and titered inocula for the study of human hepatitis A, hepatitis B, and non-A, non-B hepatitis.
Although many primate species have been inoculated with the agents of human hepatitis A, B, and non-A, non-B, only a small number of species have been shown to be susceptible, and only the chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) has been shown to be reproducibly susceptible to all three types of human hepatitis. Infectious inocula containing each agent have been identified in different laboratories and the end-point titers of infectivity determined, in most cases by inoculation of chimpanzees. These inocula and the nonhuman primate models have permitted investigators to study the inactivation of these agents and to evaluate passive and active immunization against the agents.